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Fead and follow all Safety
Fules and Instructions
before operatng this
equIpInent.
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Thank you for choesmg Swisher's 247 Fough Cut Walk Behind Cutter.
Before operating your cutter, please read, understand and follow all of the safety
precautions and other mstmuctions explamed in this manual. As with all power
equipment, lawnmowers can be potentially dangerous if not properly used.

SAFETY PRECAUTIONS

This Safety Alert Syimnbol indicates important meszages in this
manual. When you zee thiz symbol, carefully read the meszage that
follows and be alert to the possibility of personal mjury.

Fead thiz manual completely, Thiz machine can amputate hands and feet, and
throw ohjects. Failure to observe the following safety instruction: could result in
sertons injury or death.

+ Fead the marmal. Leam to operate thiz machine safaly.

+  Alweays discommect the spark plug ware and place the wire where it carmot contact the
spark plugz. to prevent accidentzl starfing the engine when setting up, transporing.
admsting or making repanrs.

+  Eeep all shields and puards m place.

+  Understand the speed. steening and stabuhty of this machine. Enow the posifions and
operations of all controls before vou operate thes machine. Check all of the confrols m
a zafe area before starting to work with th: machine.

= Allow only responzible adults who are famahar wath thess instmctions to operate this
machime. Never allow children to operate this machine,

+  (learthe area of objects such as rocks. toys, ware. ete. that cam be picked up and
thromn by the blade.

*  Be swre the area 15 clear of other people before monmgz. Be aware of the mower
discharge direction and do not point at anvone. Stop the machine if anvone enters the
mowing area. Cloldren are often atbracted to the machine and the mowmz actaty.
Never assume that children will remain where vou last saw them. Eeep cluldren
under the watchful care of another resporsible adult.

+  No riders!

* Do not put hands or feet near or under rotating paits.

+ Do not mow m reverse. Always look dovwn and behind before and during backing.




Twm off the blade when not movwmg. Before leaving the machime, tum off the blade

and stop the engine.

Watch for traffic when operating near or erossing roadways.

Do not operate the mower 1f it has been dropped or damaped 1n any manner or 1f the
mower vibrates excessively. Exceszive vibration 15 an mdication of damage Fepair mower
a5 DECessary.

Dhess properly. Do not operate the movrer when barefoot or weanng open sandals. Wear
only sohd shoes with geed traction when monms.

Mever allowr operation by unframed persons.

Do not operate the machme wiile under the influence of alechol or dmgs.

Do not operate on slopes greater than 13 degiees.

Mever tamper with safety devices. Check thew proper operation regularly

Stop and mepect the equiprment 1f vou stnke an object. Eepair. 1f necessary, before
restaring. Mever make admstments or repanrs with the enmine numng.

Merarer blades ave sharp and can cut. Wrap the blades or wear gloves, and use extz
cawtion when servicing thems. Do not operate at too fast a rate.

PRE-OPERATING INSTRUCTIONS

Dhzenzaze spark phuz wore and place where 1t cannot make a comnection.

Check engine oil. All engines are filled wath ol at the factory. Venfy cil level and
add if necessary before staring engime. (See Engine Comer’'s Manual)

Venfy fuel level and add if necessary before starfing enpine.

Feconnect spark ploz nre.

(Feefer to Cramer’'s Mamal pp. 5-7) For proper operating procedures.

Wear Your

SAFETY GLASSES

Foresight is better
than no sight




OPERATING YOUR NEW CUTTER

~,
The operanon of any mower can produce foreizn objects to be thrown wto the

eves, resulfing in severe eve damage. Always wear certified safety glasses or
wide-vizion safety goggles over spectacles before staring any cuthng machine and
while operating such a maclmne.
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The operation of anyv cutter produces sound wanes that are damagzng to the
Ioman ear. Ear protection 1s recommended.

CAUTION!

Trzame accidents can ocour if the operator 15 not alert to the presence of
chaldren. Children are often attracted to the machine and the movang
actinaty. Never assume thar chaldren wall reman where vou last saw dhem.
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INTENDED USE

This 1= not 3 lann movwer. The Predator 15 designed for onthng overgrown brush, weeds,
and other types of orgame growth. Thas wmat 15 capable of cleanng small zaphngs of 1-
127" mn dhameter or less.

PROPULSION

The Predator 15 self-propelled. and 15 controlled by 2 “GROUND CONTREOL" lever. To
engage the dirve. put the tznsaxle mn 3 gear and actvate the left lever. Feleasng the lever
will disengage the self-propel.

Under most condifions cutting should be done in a low gear (1% or 2*). Upper gears
should be used for conditions where weeds and brush are thomed out or not as @all. In
confined areas the machme can be pushed forwards or backwards by releasins the
EROUND COWTEOL™ lever, placing the ramsaxle in neutral. and pushing the machine.

TRAVEL SPEED

Can be vaned by choosing a bigher or lower gear using the gearshaft lever at the rear of
the machine or by chanming the engme speed wath the enmne throttle. Do not admst speed
with the blade engaged To shift the cutter into reverse. release “GROTUND CONTROL™
lever, dizengage blade. and rotate the shift lever to the laft. When the lever stops, hftup
the reverse lockout latch and confinue to move the shoft lever to the left wnhl 1t stops
azain. The Predator is equipped with a safety control that wall kall the ensine if the
blade 15 engaged while cutter iz in the “reverse™ gear.

N _
An “OPERATOR PEESEMCE” lever and a “BLADE EMNGAGE DEIVE™ confrol werk
together to engaze the Predator’s blade. Both devices mmst be activated before the blade
will woak. Releasing the “OPERATOR PRESENCE” lever wall disengage both the blade
and the “BLADE EMNGAGE DEIVE™ control.
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STARTING THE ENCINE
Ses enmne manufacturer’s recommmendatons for the trpe and amsount of o1l and fuel used.
Engme st be level to acourately check and fill o1l Do not overfill.
+  Mlake sure umt 15 level, blade 15 disengazed. and ransaxle m “WEUTEAL”
*  Check spark plug wie. cal level. and fuel level.
+  (heck all elecinical connections for buld-up of debns.
+  needed set “CHOEE to “"CHOKE" position.
*  Setengine throttls control to b2 throttle positon.
+  Pull rope nath 2 single fhod motion.
+  Affer engine has started set “CHOEE"™ to “EUN posihon
STOFPING
+  Bnng cutter to a complete stop.
+  Dizenpage mower blade.
+  Reduce enpme 1dle speed. and allow enmime to nm momentanly for coolmsz.
+  Place ranzaxle o the “NEUTEAL” posifion.
¢+ Nlone enmine throttle control to off posthon.

BEGIN CUTTING

Mlake swre area 15 clear of all bystander:.

hlzke sure that all guards, belt puides, and the spark plug vware are propeily attached,
Start enpme, set engine throtle control at mamnmom engine wdle speed for best results.
Allowr enmine to nm 2 few moments and Slowly, engage blade.

hove transaxle into low gear and actrvate “GROUND CONTROL™ lever.

Twming 15 done by motatmg the handles left or nght. Thes machine has saizmificant
weight and mav take more effort to tum than one may expect. Twning could take
practice.

Dhsengape blade.

Check beluind vou for safety.

hove transaxde into “REVERSE™ posthon.
Activate “GROUND CONTROL™ lever.

SUCCESTED PRACTICES
+  Always operate engmine at foll throttle when cuthng to assure the best cutting
performance and proper discharge of material.
+  If grazs 15 wet. allow 1t to dry. Wet grass chmmps wall collect on the bottom of the
deck.
* (3o slow when cuthng dense areas. Some dense areas may need to be gone over
twice. Better results ocowr if the second cuf 15 90 degrees to the first cut.

BEFORE EACH USE
v (heck enzme onl level. (Do thus twice to ensure an zoowrate reading )
v (heck condifion of arr filter and clean or replace if necessary.
v (heck blade operation
v Check for loose fasteners,




